A clinical prediction rule for nerve function impairment in leprosy patients-revisited after 5 years of follow-up.
Nerve function impairment (NFI) commonly occurs during or after chemotherapy in leprosy. We previously described a clinical prediction rule to estimate the risk of NFI occurring within 2 years of diagnosis, based on 2510 patients who are followed up in the Bangladesh Acute Nerve Damage Study (BANDS). This prediction rule assigns new leprosy patients to one of three risk groups based on leprosy group and the presence or absence of NFI at registration. Updated data with up to 5 years of follow-up showed that 95% of all NFI occurred within 2 years. This study confirms the validity of the rule and supports the conclusion that there is little value for the detection of NFI in extending follow-up beyond 2 years.